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INTRODUCTION   
  The Community Advocacy and Awareness Trust - CRAWN Trust, is a change catalyst that provides African women 
and girls with tools and platforms to effect socioeconomic and political change in all spheres. As a principal partner in 
the Women’s Voice and Leadership -WVL Program which aims to contribute to gender equality and the increased 
enjoyment of human rights by women and girls in Kenya, CRAWN Trust is leading the networking and alliance-
building pillar. Under the auspices of the WVL Program and the Green Champions for Change Project, CRAWN Trust 
in collaboration with the Nairobi City County Assembly MCA South B Ward office of Hon. Waithera Chege, the office 
of the Member of Parliament of Dagoretti North Hon. Beatrice Elachi, The Association of Media Women in Kenya 
(AMWIK),  and Akina Mama wa Afrika under the Voices for Just Climate Action(VCA) held the Annual Women’s 
Rights Convention and the National Awareness Raising Forum focusing on Climate Change on the 25th of November 
2022.

The convention brought together 261 participants drawn from the Nairobi metropolitan, Kajiado, Muranga’a, Thika, 
Kiambu, Pokot, Nyandarua, Baringo, and Kwale. This was a diverse audience of youth, women, men, and People with 
Disabilities (PWDs), who convened to deliberate on issues around gendered impacts on climate change, water and 
sanitation policies, the importance of food sovereignty, and Kenya’s COP 27 commitments and international 
partnerships. The convention was themed 'Women in Action Leading Climate Change Adaptation, Greening Kenya" 
The objectives of the women’s rights convention were to amplify women’s voices in climate action; to discuss financial 
viability and sustainability by promoting favourable investment in environment conservation and locally led climate 
solutions; to ensure a clean and healthy environment for the residents of Nairobi City and Kenya in accordance with 
the Constitution article 43; and to establish the adequate capacity to provide quality service and respond to emerging 
issues.

OVERVIEW
The convention commenced with welcome remarks from Ms. Daisy Amdany, CRAWN Trust Executive Director, who 
welcomed the participants by giving a history of the Women's Rights Convention and the women's rights movement 
in Kenya. She acknowledged the support and presence of Global Affairs Canada, through the Canadian Government, 
by appreciating their key role in supporting the women's rights movement in Kenya, including the annual women’s 
rights convention. The Canadian High Commissioner - Christopher Thornley followed by expressing his gratitude for 
being present for the convention and reiterated the need for women to be involved in the climate discourse and made 
some commitments highlighted below. While officially opening the convention, the CS for Water, Sanitation, and 
Irrigation - Hon. Alice Wahome, lauded the convention as being a timely initiative. She remarked on the need for 
women to take action as the effects of climate change on food security and water are interlinked with women's rights 
issues. She noted that the government's focus on sanitation and food security as priority areas in the implementation 
of Article 43 of the Constitution, was in line with the objectives of the convention and committed to working with 
women at the grass root and national levels to actualize the President's vision to grow 5 billion trees in the next 5 years.

Keynote addresses were also delivered by Elizabeth Wathuti, Founder, Green Generation Initiative, Carol Mungo, 
Research Fellow, Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) Africa Centre, Dr. Pacifica Ogolla – Director for Climate 
Change, Hon Waithera Chege – Member of County Assembly, South B, and Hon.Beatrice Elachi, MP Dagoretti North. 
They addressed opportunities, challenges, and key lessons in climate activism, the existence of science to bridge the 
gap between policy and practice, the need to involve men in gender dis-proportional climate conversations, and the 
mportance of linking the SDGs in the fight for women's rights in climate change.

The first panel session of the day sought to delve into discussions on the scientific element of climate change in 
order for the audience to understand the intersectionality of climate change and gender. The second panel session 
explored themes on the water and sanitation crisis in Nairobi, inequitable water distribution in informal settlements, 
the role of civil society in addressing the sex for water issue, the clean-up of Nairobi River, and the disgruntlement 
of residents regarding NEMA. Women's voices in climate and gender justice were represented powerfully in the 
third panel where discussions cast a spotlight on the impact of the women's rights movement in advocating for 
climate issues, as well as the role of the media in amplifying women's voices. The fourth panel addressed climate 
change and the importance of food sovereignty. This discussion included the controversial GMO conversation in 
Kenya, while the fifth panel discussed COP 27 Kenya’s Commitments and international partnerships.

Key Commitments and Takeaways from the Keynote Addresses 
        Canada has doubled its commitment to over 5 billion Canadian dollars to climate finance; including adaptation.
A minimum of 80% of these funds will seek to apply a rights-based, gender-responsive and inter-sectional approach;
to support women's leadership and decision-making in all aspects of climate change adaptation and mitigation.
The Canadian High Commission commits to collaborate with national and county governments, especially in the 
implementation of progressive laws and policies addressing Article 43 of the Kenyan Constitution.
The Canadian High Commissioner applauded the efforts of the women's rights movement and committed to 
supporting them to sustain the strength of the movement.
The Ministry of Water, Sanitation, and Irrigation committed to work with women at the grass root and national 
level to actualize the President's vision to grow 5 billion trees in the next 5 years.
The Climate Change Directorate affirmed to work with the Ministry of gender and youth affairs, to implement 
priority projects with a gender and climate lens.
Hon. Waithera Chege invited Daisy Amdany to receive the Motion on Strategies and Programmes on Climate 
Change within the County, which she had tabled to the Speaker of the Nairobi City County Assembly.
Hon. Elachi challenged stakeholders in climate change to have programs and frameworks to sensitize the women 
in informal settlements to plant trees, address garbage and sewerage management, and water conservation.
Hon. Elachi challenged practitioners in the climate change space to sensitize people on the current laws on 
garbage management and solid waste management, as these also affect Climate change mitigation.
Hon. Waithera Chege called on stakeholders to “Decolonize” the language of climate change in order to ensure 
that women in the community understand the concept and contribute by adding their voices to climate change 
mitigation.
Stakeholders were challenged to propose solutions to the challenges faced by women in regard to climate 
change, as opposed to just stating problems.
Lawmakers were called upon to make necessary amendments to laws and policies to eliminate bottlenecks for 
women's access to financing.
Program partners were encouraged to involve the private sector in coming up with solutions to address climate 
change in their communities

Recommendations
Based on the above observations, and discussions, participants at the convention resolved and recommended 
the following actions:
                       
                      Water
     Involve stakeholders such as Nairobi Water, in order to address the issues of water rationing, prices of 
water, and clean water, as these affect women directly.
Equitable distribution strategies have been enforced by Nairobi Water and Sewerage Company to address the 
gaps. However, populations along the lines serving key institutions such as hospitals, airports, and military 
bases tend to receive water more frequently.
     
Kenya Water and Sanitation Civil Society Network (KEWASNET) is ensuring the collection of actual evidence 
for “Sex for Water” occurrences so as to aid in the process of formulating policy around the issue. In the 
meantime, psycho-social support in the form of counseling is offered to the victims while community 
champions are being rallied to collaborate with local authorities to bring to justice the perpetrators of “Sex for 
Water” abuse.
                       

                  Waste Management
     Sensitize people on the current laws on garbage management and solid waste management, as these also 
affect Climate change mitigation.Kenyans should utilize the reporting mechanisms provided by NEMA on their 
website to report corrupt officers. 
 The mandate of pollution, sewerage, and sanitation management was devolved to the County Governments. 
Participants were encouraged to follow up with the County Environment Committees to address environmental 
challenges specific to their counties.
                         
         

Climate Smart Agriculture, Fertilizers, and GMOs
      Emphasis was laid on the need for public participation in the GMO Debate in order to address the challenges 
highlighted such as; affordability, the mismatch of GMOs to African culture, and the effect of GMOs on the 
local market. Seed saving is important because agro shops do not have all the preference seeds hence ensuring seed 
access. Farmers have gone to court in the quest to have the Seed and Plant Varieties Act which regulates the 
transaction of seeds to be deemed unconstitutional.
  The government ought to recognize indigenous seeds but also work towards having them certified to protect 
farmers.Climate Smart Agriculture is still conventional farming that relies a lot on chemicals hence traditional 
farming or climate-resilient agriculture is the way to go
     Fertilizers have not proven to increase farm yield as there was more produce in the past years when manure 
was used.Call to the government to recognize farmer-managed seed systems and to allow farmers to sell the seeds 
since importing exotic seeds is leading to the loss of indigenous varieties.
                 
               Women Empowerment in Climate Change Adaptation
      Design clear programs and frameworks to sensitize the women in informal settlements to plant trees, address 
garbage management, and conserve water.Incorporation of gender action plans and inclusion of the perspectives of 
indigenous groups, should take center stage as the effects of climate change have direct effects on women and marg-
inalized communities in terms of food, economic empowerment, and education.
      The coordinators of the Green Champions for Change Project funded by Akina Mama wa Afrika, felt that there 
had been a big improvement in the awareness of women's rights in the communities, as well as a significant 
increase in the involvement of women in political processes.The awareness of the availability of FLOCA funds to aid 
in development projects, as well as the efforts to build the capacity of women to identify and address their own 
problems were mentioned as significant contributors to the growing impact of women empowerment in the 
community.

   The panelists however called on the State and Civil Society to educate them and set up mechanisms to help 
women to deal with climate emergencies stating that whenever landslides and flash floods occur, women and 
children are often the greatest victims due to their inability to respond to such emergencies.
                   
                  The Role of the Media and Communication in Climate Change Adaptation
    The role of the media was identified as a significant tool in amplifying women’s voices in climate action. 
There is a need to ensure that journalists have a working understanding of climate change in order to aid 
the communities to understand their role in the process, as opposed to having the conversation focusing on 
political leaders.
      

   Continuous media and communications training for organizations dealing with climate change was 
encouraged, in addition to ensuring that media stakeholders such as editors are involved, so as to sustain this 
crucial conversation.
                    
                Climate Finance and Sustainability of Climate Change Programs
      Participants were encouraged to write proposals and become actively engaged in their ward committees, as the 
funds would trickle down to the wards, through the Transitional Committee set up to manage the Loss and 
Damage Fund. Work with schools, for posterity of climate change mitigation programs.
                    
              COP 27 Takeaways for the Kenyan Delegation
        The Kenyan delegation to COP 27 was inclusive as it incorporated men, women, youth, and 
marginalized communities.The provision of the Loss and Damage Facility during COP 27 was a key achievement 
for Africa Civil society is working to ensure commitments are honoured.

                  Action Plan/ Next Steps and Commitment from CSOs
This was an interactive session moderated by Hon. Waithera Chege. Women in the audience highlighted the following 
gaps that CRAWN Trust and other state and non-state actors need to address so as to empower them to be more 
impactful in their efforts to fight climate change in their communities.
 
 

 * Financial support for women’s projects
  * Civic education in their communities for people to understand more about climate change and to avoid the 
     use of technical jargon.
  * Training on climate finance and clean technology.
  * Intentional involvement of PWDs in Climate Change discussions and projects.
  * Localized frameworks for women's involvement in climate change policy-making processes.
  * Involve grassroot women in tree-planting initiatives spearheaded by CRAWN Trust and her partners.
  * Policy frameworks and domestication of international policies; a classic example is Hon Waithera Chege’s 
    motion.

Hon. Waithera Chege committed to ensuring that we have sign language interpreters in such pertinent meetings. 
She further committed that CRAWN Trust alongside her partners will visit meeting participants practicing 
subsistence farming in a bid to empower them to adapt to the impacts of climate change.

Conclusion and way forward
The convention culminated with Ms. Daisy Amdany giving a vote of thanks to everyone. She acknowledged the 
support CRAWN Trust’s development partners have given them. She further noted the uniqueness of the 
development partners who allow them to make decisions on the issues they deem pertinent. 
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The first panel session of the day sought to delve into discussions on the scientific element of climate change in 
order for the audience to understand the intersectionality of climate change and gender. The second panel session 
explored themes on the water and sanitation crisis in Nairobi, inequitable water distribution in informal settlements, 
the role of civil society in addressing the sex for water issue, the clean-up of Nairobi River, and the disgruntlement 
of residents regarding NEMA. Women's voices in climate and gender justice were represented powerfully in the 
third panel where discussions cast a spotlight on the impact of the women's rights movement in advocating for 
climate issues, as well as the role of the media in amplifying women's voices. The fourth panel addressed climate 
change and the importance of food sovereignty. This discussion included the controversial GMO conversation in 
Kenya, while the fifth panel discussed COP 27 Kenya’s Commitments and international partnerships.

Key Commitments and Takeaways from the Keynote Addresses 
        Canada has doubled its commitment to over 5 billion Canadian dollars to climate finance; including adaptation.
A minimum of 80% of these funds will seek to apply a rights-based, gender-responsive and inter-sectional approach;
to support women's leadership and decision-making in all aspects of climate change adaptation and mitigation.
The Canadian High Commission commits to collaborate with national and county governments, especially in the 
implementation of progressive laws and policies addressing Article 43 of the Kenyan Constitution.
The Canadian High Commissioner applauded the efforts of the women's rights movement and committed to 
supporting them to sustain the strength of the movement.
The Ministry of Water, Sanitation, and Irrigation committed to work with women at the grass root and national 
level to actualize the President's vision to grow 5 billion trees in the next 5 years.
The Climate Change Directorate affirmed to work with the Ministry of gender and youth affairs, to implement 
priority projects with a gender and climate lens.
Hon. Waithera Chege invited Daisy Amdany to receive the Motion on Strategies and Programmes on Climate 
Change within the County, which she had tabled to the Speaker of the Nairobi City County Assembly.
Hon. Elachi challenged stakeholders in climate change to have programs and frameworks to sensitize the women 
in informal settlements to plant trees, address garbage and sewerage management, and water conservation.
Hon. Elachi challenged practitioners in the climate change space to sensitize people on the current laws on 
garbage management and solid waste management, as these also affect Climate change mitigation.
Hon. Waithera Chege called on stakeholders to “Decolonize” the language of climate change in order to ensure 
that women in the community understand the concept and contribute by adding their voices to climate change 
mitigation.
Stakeholders were challenged to propose solutions to the challenges faced by women in regard to climate 
change, as opposed to just stating problems.
Lawmakers were called upon to make necessary amendments to laws and policies to eliminate bottlenecks for 
women's access to financing.
Program partners were encouraged to involve the private sector in coming up with solutions to address climate 
change in their communities

Recommendations
Based on the above observations, and discussions, participants at the convention resolved and recommended 
the following actions:
                       
                      Water
     Involve stakeholders such as Nairobi Water, in order to address the issues of water rationing, prices of 
water, and clean water, as these affect women directly.
Equitable distribution strategies have been enforced by Nairobi Water and Sewerage Company to address the 
gaps. However, populations along the lines serving key institutions such as hospitals, airports, and military 
bases tend to receive water more frequently.
     
Kenya Water and Sanitation Civil Society Network (KEWASNET) is ensuring the collection of actual evidence 
for “Sex for Water” occurrences so as to aid in the process of formulating policy around the issue. In the 
meantime, psycho-social support in the form of counseling is offered to the victims while community 
champions are being rallied to collaborate with local authorities to bring to justice the perpetrators of “Sex for 
Water” abuse.
                       

                  Waste Management
     Sensitize people on the current laws on garbage management and solid waste management, as these also 
affect Climate change mitigation.Kenyans should utilize the reporting mechanisms provided by NEMA on their 
website to report corrupt officers. 
 The mandate of pollution, sewerage, and sanitation management was devolved to the County Governments. 
Participants were encouraged to follow up with the County Environment Committees to address environmental 
challenges specific to their counties.
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      Emphasis was laid on the need for public participation in the GMO Debate in order to address the challenges 
highlighted such as; affordability, the mismatch of GMOs to African culture, and the effect of GMOs on the 
local market. Seed saving is important because agro shops do not have all the preference seeds hence ensuring seed 
access. Farmers have gone to court in the quest to have the Seed and Plant Varieties Act which regulates the 
transaction of seeds to be deemed unconstitutional.
  The government ought to recognize indigenous seeds but also work towards having them certified to protect 
farmers.Climate Smart Agriculture is still conventional farming that relies a lot on chemicals hence traditional 
farming or climate-resilient agriculture is the way to go
     Fertilizers have not proven to increase farm yield as there was more produce in the past years when manure 
was used.Call to the government to recognize farmer-managed seed systems and to allow farmers to sell the seeds 
since importing exotic seeds is leading to the loss of indigenous varieties.
                 
               Women Empowerment in Climate Change Adaptation
      Design clear programs and frameworks to sensitize the women in informal settlements to plant trees, address 
garbage management, and conserve water.Incorporation of gender action plans and inclusion of the perspectives of 
indigenous groups, should take center stage as the effects of climate change have direct effects on women and marg-
inalized communities in terms of food, economic empowerment, and education.
      The coordinators of the Green Champions for Change Project funded by Akina Mama wa Afrika, felt that there 
had been a big improvement in the awareness of women's rights in the communities, as well as a significant 
increase in the involvement of women in political processes.The awareness of the availability of FLOCA funds to aid 
in development projects, as well as the efforts to build the capacity of women to identify and address their own 
problems were mentioned as significant contributors to the growing impact of women empowerment in the 
community.

   The panelists however called on the State and Civil Society to educate them and set up mechanisms to help 
women to deal with climate emergencies stating that whenever landslides and flash floods occur, women and 
children are often the greatest victims due to their inability to respond to such emergencies.
                   
                  The Role of the Media and Communication in Climate Change Adaptation
    The role of the media was identified as a significant tool in amplifying women’s voices in climate action. 
There is a need to ensure that journalists have a working understanding of climate change in order to aid 
the communities to understand their role in the process, as opposed to having the conversation focusing on 
political leaders.
      

   Continuous media and communications training for organizations dealing with climate change was 
encouraged, in addition to ensuring that media stakeholders such as editors are involved, so as to sustain this 
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                Climate Finance and Sustainability of Climate Change Programs
      Participants were encouraged to write proposals and become actively engaged in their ward committees, as the 
funds would trickle down to the wards, through the Transitional Committee set up to manage the Loss and 
Damage Fund. Work with schools, for posterity of climate change mitigation programs.
                    
              COP 27 Takeaways for the Kenyan Delegation
        The Kenyan delegation to COP 27 was inclusive as it incorporated men, women, youth, and 
marginalized communities.The provision of the Loss and Damage Facility during COP 27 was a key achievement 
for Africa Civil society is working to ensure commitments are honoured.

                  Action Plan/ Next Steps and Commitment from CSOs
This was an interactive session moderated by Hon. Waithera Chege. Women in the audience highlighted the following 
gaps that CRAWN Trust and other state and non-state actors need to address so as to empower them to be more 
impactful in their efforts to fight climate change in their communities.
 
 

 * Financial support for women’s projects
  * Civic education in their communities for people to understand more about climate change and to avoid the 
     use of technical jargon.
  * Training on climate finance and clean technology.
  * Intentional involvement of PWDs in Climate Change discussions and projects.
  * Localized frameworks for women's involvement in climate change policy-making processes.
  * Involve grassroot women in tree-planting initiatives spearheaded by CRAWN Trust and her partners.
  * Policy frameworks and domestication of international policies; a classic example is Hon Waithera Chege’s 
    motion.

Hon. Waithera Chege committed to ensuring that we have sign language interpreters in such pertinent meetings. 
She further committed that CRAWN Trust alongside her partners will visit meeting participants practicing 
subsistence farming in a bid to empower them to adapt to the impacts of climate change.

Conclusion and way forward
The convention culminated with Ms. Daisy Amdany giving a vote of thanks to everyone. She acknowledged the 
support CRAWN Trust’s development partners have given them. She further noted the uniqueness of the 
development partners who allow them to make decisions on the issues they deem pertinent. 
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The first panel session of the day sought to delve into discussions on the scientific element of climate change in 
order for the audience to understand the intersectionality of climate change and gender. The second panel session 
explored themes on the water and sanitation crisis in Nairobi, inequitable water distribution in informal settlements, 
the role of civil society in addressing the sex for water issue, the clean-up of Nairobi River, and the disgruntlement 
of residents regarding NEMA. Women's voices in climate and gender justice were represented powerfully in the 
third panel where discussions cast a spotlight on the impact of the women's rights movement in advocating for 
climate issues, as well as the role of the media in amplifying women's voices. The fourth panel addressed climate 
change and the importance of food sovereignty. This discussion included the controversial GMO conversation in 
Kenya, while the fifth panel discussed COP 27 Kenya’s Commitments and international partnerships.
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        Canada has doubled its commitment to over 5 billion Canadian dollars to climate finance; including adaptation.
A minimum of 80% of these funds will seek to apply a rights-based, gender-responsive and inter-sectional approach;
to support women's leadership and decision-making in all aspects of climate change adaptation and mitigation.
The Canadian High Commission commits to collaborate with national and county governments, especially in the 
implementation of progressive laws and policies addressing Article 43 of the Kenyan Constitution.
The Canadian High Commissioner applauded the efforts of the women's rights movement and committed to 
supporting them to sustain the strength of the movement.
The Ministry of Water, Sanitation, and Irrigation committed to work with women at the grass root and national 
level to actualize the President's vision to grow 5 billion trees in the next 5 years.
The Climate Change Directorate affirmed to work with the Ministry of gender and youth affairs, to implement 
priority projects with a gender and climate lens.
Hon. Waithera Chege invited Daisy Amdany to receive the Motion on Strategies and Programmes on Climate 
Change within the County, which she had tabled to the Speaker of the Nairobi City County Assembly.
Hon. Elachi challenged stakeholders in climate change to have programs and frameworks to sensitize the women 
in informal settlements to plant trees, address garbage and sewerage management, and water conservation.
Hon. Elachi challenged practitioners in the climate change space to sensitize people on the current laws on 
garbage management and solid waste management, as these also affect Climate change mitigation.
Hon. Waithera Chege called on stakeholders to “Decolonize” the language of climate change in order to ensure 
that women in the community understand the concept and contribute by adding their voices to climate change 
mitigation.
Stakeholders were challenged to propose solutions to the challenges faced by women in regard to climate 
change, as opposed to just stating problems.
Lawmakers were called upon to make necessary amendments to laws and policies to eliminate bottlenecks for 
women's access to financing.
Program partners were encouraged to involve the private sector in coming up with solutions to address climate 
change in their communities

Recommendations
Based on the above observations, and discussions, participants at the convention resolved and recommended 
the following actions:
                       
                      Water
     Involve stakeholders such as Nairobi Water, in order to address the issues of water rationing, prices of 
water, and clean water, as these affect women directly.
Equitable distribution strategies have been enforced by Nairobi Water and Sewerage Company to address the 
gaps. However, populations along the lines serving key institutions such as hospitals, airports, and military 
bases tend to receive water more frequently.
     
Kenya Water and Sanitation Civil Society Network (KEWASNET) is ensuring the collection of actual evidence 
for “Sex for Water” occurrences so as to aid in the process of formulating policy around the issue. In the 
meantime, psycho-social support in the form of counseling is offered to the victims while community 
champions are being rallied to collaborate with local authorities to bring to justice the perpetrators of “Sex for 
Water” abuse.
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     Sensitize people on the current laws on garbage management and solid waste management, as these also 
affect Climate change mitigation.Kenyans should utilize the reporting mechanisms provided by NEMA on their 
website to report corrupt officers. 
 The mandate of pollution, sewerage, and sanitation management was devolved to the County Governments. 
Participants were encouraged to follow up with the County Environment Committees to address environmental 
challenges specific to their counties.
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      Emphasis was laid on the need for public participation in the GMO Debate in order to address the challenges 
highlighted such as; affordability, the mismatch of GMOs to African culture, and the effect of GMOs on the 
local market. Seed saving is important because agro shops do not have all the preference seeds hence ensuring seed 
access. Farmers have gone to court in the quest to have the Seed and Plant Varieties Act which regulates the 
transaction of seeds to be deemed unconstitutional.
  The government ought to recognize indigenous seeds but also work towards having them certified to protect 
farmers.Climate Smart Agriculture is still conventional farming that relies a lot on chemicals hence traditional 
farming or climate-resilient agriculture is the way to go
     Fertilizers have not proven to increase farm yield as there was more produce in the past years when manure 
was used.Call to the government to recognize farmer-managed seed systems and to allow farmers to sell the seeds 
since importing exotic seeds is leading to the loss of indigenous varieties.
                 
               Women Empowerment in Climate Change Adaptation
      Design clear programs and frameworks to sensitize the women in informal settlements to plant trees, address 
garbage management, and conserve water.Incorporation of gender action plans and inclusion of the perspectives of 
indigenous groups, should take center stage as the effects of climate change have direct effects on women and marg-
inalized communities in terms of food, economic empowerment, and education.
      The coordinators of the Green Champions for Change Project funded by Akina Mama wa Afrika, felt that there 
had been a big improvement in the awareness of women's rights in the communities, as well as a significant 
increase in the involvement of women in political processes.The awareness of the availability of FLOCA funds to aid 
in development projects, as well as the efforts to build the capacity of women to identify and address their own 
problems were mentioned as significant contributors to the growing impact of women empowerment in the 
community.

   The panelists however called on the State and Civil Society to educate them and set up mechanisms to help 
women to deal with climate emergencies stating that whenever landslides and flash floods occur, women and 
children are often the greatest victims due to their inability to respond to such emergencies.
                   
                  The Role of the Media and Communication in Climate Change Adaptation
    The role of the media was identified as a significant tool in amplifying women’s voices in climate action. 
There is a need to ensure that journalists have a working understanding of climate change in order to aid 
the communities to understand their role in the process, as opposed to having the conversation focusing on 
political leaders.
      

   Continuous media and communications training for organizations dealing with climate change was 
encouraged, in addition to ensuring that media stakeholders such as editors are involved, so as to sustain this 
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      Participants were encouraged to write proposals and become actively engaged in their ward committees, as the 
funds would trickle down to the wards, through the Transitional Committee set up to manage the Loss and 
Damage Fund. Work with schools, for posterity of climate change mitigation programs.
                    
              COP 27 Takeaways for the Kenyan Delegation
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marginalized communities.The provision of the Loss and Damage Facility during COP 27 was a key achievement 
for Africa Civil society is working to ensure commitments are honoured.
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This was an interactive session moderated by Hon. Waithera Chege. Women in the audience highlighted the following 
gaps that CRAWN Trust and other state and non-state actors need to address so as to empower them to be more 
impactful in their efforts to fight climate change in their communities.
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  * Civic education in their communities for people to understand more about climate change and to avoid the 
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  * Localized frameworks for women's involvement in climate change policy-making processes.
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She further committed that CRAWN Trust alongside her partners will visit meeting participants practicing 
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The first panel session of the day sought to delve into discussions on the scientific element of climate change in 
order for the audience to understand the intersectionality of climate change and gender. The second panel session 
explored themes on the water and sanitation crisis in Nairobi, inequitable water distribution in informal settlements, 
the role of civil society in addressing the sex for water issue, the clean-up of Nairobi River, and the disgruntlement 
of residents regarding NEMA. Women's voices in climate and gender justice were represented powerfully in the 
third panel where discussions cast a spotlight on the impact of the women's rights movement in advocating for 
climate issues, as well as the role of the media in amplifying women's voices. The fourth panel addressed climate 
change and the importance of food sovereignty. This discussion included the controversial GMO conversation in 
Kenya, while the fifth panel discussed COP 27 Kenya’s Commitments and international partnerships.

Key Commitments and Takeaways from the Keynote Addresses 
        Canada has doubled its commitment to over 5 billion Canadian dollars to climate finance; including adaptation.
A minimum of 80% of these funds will seek to apply a rights-based, gender-responsive and inter-sectional approach;
to support women's leadership and decision-making in all aspects of climate change adaptation and mitigation.
The Canadian High Commission commits to collaborate with national and county governments, especially in the 
implementation of progressive laws and policies addressing Article 43 of the Kenyan Constitution.
The Canadian High Commissioner applauded the efforts of the women's rights movement and committed to 
supporting them to sustain the strength of the movement.
The Ministry of Water, Sanitation, and Irrigation committed to work with women at the grass root and national 
level to actualize the President's vision to grow 5 billion trees in the next 5 years.
The Climate Change Directorate affirmed to work with the Ministry of gender and youth affairs, to implement 
priority projects with a gender and climate lens.
Hon. Waithera Chege invited Daisy Amdany to receive the Motion on Strategies and Programmes on Climate 
Change within the County, which she had tabled to the Speaker of the Nairobi City County Assembly.
Hon. Elachi challenged stakeholders in climate change to have programs and frameworks to sensitize the women 
in informal settlements to plant trees, address garbage and sewerage management, and water conservation.
Hon. Elachi challenged practitioners in the climate change space to sensitize people on the current laws on 
garbage management and solid waste management, as these also affect Climate change mitigation.
Hon. Waithera Chege called on stakeholders to “Decolonize” the language of climate change in order to ensure 
that women in the community understand the concept and contribute by adding their voices to climate change 
mitigation.
Stakeholders were challenged to propose solutions to the challenges faced by women in regard to climate 
change, as opposed to just stating problems.
Lawmakers were called upon to make necessary amendments to laws and policies to eliminate bottlenecks for 
women's access to financing.
Program partners were encouraged to involve the private sector in coming up with solutions to address climate 
change in their communities

Recommendations
Based on the above observations, and discussions, participants at the convention resolved and recommended 
the following actions:
                       
                      Water
     Involve stakeholders such as Nairobi Water, in order to address the issues of water rationing, prices of 
water, and clean water, as these affect women directly.
Equitable distribution strategies have been enforced by Nairobi Water and Sewerage Company to address the 
gaps. However, populations along the lines serving key institutions such as hospitals, airports, and military 
bases tend to receive water more frequently.
     
Kenya Water and Sanitation Civil Society Network (KEWASNET) is ensuring the collection of actual evidence 
for “Sex for Water” occurrences so as to aid in the process of formulating policy around the issue. In the 
meantime, psycho-social support in the form of counseling is offered to the victims while community 
champions are being rallied to collaborate with local authorities to bring to justice the perpetrators of “Sex for 
Water” abuse.
                       

                  Waste Management
     Sensitize people on the current laws on garbage management and solid waste management, as these also 
affect Climate change mitigation.Kenyans should utilize the reporting mechanisms provided by NEMA on their 
website to report corrupt officers. 
 The mandate of pollution, sewerage, and sanitation management was devolved to the County Governments. 
Participants were encouraged to follow up with the County Environment Committees to address environmental 
challenges specific to their counties.
                         
         

Climate Smart Agriculture, Fertilizers, and GMOs
      Emphasis was laid on the need for public participation in the GMO Debate in order to address the challenges 
highlighted such as; affordability, the mismatch of GMOs to African culture, and the effect of GMOs on the 
local market. Seed saving is important because agro shops do not have all the preference seeds hence ensuring seed 
access. Farmers have gone to court in the quest to have the Seed and Plant Varieties Act which regulates the 
transaction of seeds to be deemed unconstitutional.
  The government ought to recognize indigenous seeds but also work towards having them certified to protect 
farmers.Climate Smart Agriculture is still conventional farming that relies a lot on chemicals hence traditional 
farming or climate-resilient agriculture is the way to go
     Fertilizers have not proven to increase farm yield as there was more produce in the past years when manure 
was used.Call to the government to recognize farmer-managed seed systems and to allow farmers to sell the seeds 
since importing exotic seeds is leading to the loss of indigenous varieties.
                 
               Women Empowerment in Climate Change Adaptation
      Design clear programs and frameworks to sensitize the women in informal settlements to plant trees, address 
garbage management, and conserve water.Incorporation of gender action plans and inclusion of the perspectives of 
indigenous groups, should take center stage as the effects of climate change have direct effects on women and marg-
inalized communities in terms of food, economic empowerment, and education.
      The coordinators of the Green Champions for Change Project funded by Akina Mama wa Afrika, felt that there 
had been a big improvement in the awareness of women's rights in the communities, as well as a significant 
increase in the involvement of women in political processes.The awareness of the availability of FLOCA funds to aid 
in development projects, as well as the efforts to build the capacity of women to identify and address their own 
problems were mentioned as significant contributors to the growing impact of women empowerment in the 
community.

   The panelists however called on the State and Civil Society to educate them and set up mechanisms to help 
women to deal with climate emergencies stating that whenever landslides and flash floods occur, women and 
children are often the greatest victims due to their inability to respond to such emergencies.
                   
                  The Role of the Media and Communication in Climate Change Adaptation
    The role of the media was identified as a significant tool in amplifying women’s voices in climate action. 
There is a need to ensure that journalists have a working understanding of climate change in order to aid 
the communities to understand their role in the process, as opposed to having the conversation focusing on 
political leaders.
      

   Continuous media and communications training for organizations dealing with climate change was 
encouraged, in addition to ensuring that media stakeholders such as editors are involved, so as to sustain this 
crucial conversation.
                    
                Climate Finance and Sustainability of Climate Change Programs
      Participants were encouraged to write proposals and become actively engaged in their ward committees, as the 
funds would trickle down to the wards, through the Transitional Committee set up to manage the Loss and 
Damage Fund. Work with schools, for posterity of climate change mitigation programs.
                    
              COP 27 Takeaways for the Kenyan Delegation
        The Kenyan delegation to COP 27 was inclusive as it incorporated men, women, youth, and 
marginalized communities.The provision of the Loss and Damage Facility during COP 27 was a key achievement 
for Africa Civil society is working to ensure commitments are honoured.

                  Action Plan/ Next Steps and Commitment from CSOs
This was an interactive session moderated by Hon. Waithera Chege. Women in the audience highlighted the following 
gaps that CRAWN Trust and other state and non-state actors need to address so as to empower them to be more 
impactful in their efforts to fight climate change in their communities.
 
 

 * Financial support for women’s projects
  * Civic education in their communities for people to understand more about climate change and to avoid the 
     use of technical jargon.
  * Training on climate finance and clean technology.
  * Intentional involvement of PWDs in Climate Change discussions and projects.
  * Localized frameworks for women's involvement in climate change policy-making processes.
  * Involve grassroot women in tree-planting initiatives spearheaded by CRAWN Trust and her partners.
  * Policy frameworks and domestication of international policies; a classic example is Hon Waithera Chege’s 
    motion.

Hon. Waithera Chege committed to ensuring that we have sign language interpreters in such pertinent meetings. 
She further committed that CRAWN Trust alongside her partners will visit meeting participants practicing 
subsistence farming in a bid to empower them to adapt to the impacts of climate change.

Conclusion and way forward
The convention culminated with Ms. Daisy Amdany giving a vote of thanks to everyone. She acknowledged the 
support CRAWN Trust’s development partners have given them. She further noted the uniqueness of the 
development partners who allow them to make decisions on the issues they deem pertinent. 
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